ARCHAEOLOGY IN ALEXANDRIA
1961-2011: 50 YEARS OF
COMMUNITY: COMMITMENT!

AlexandriarArchaeological Commission
September 27, 2011, presentation; at
City Council Work Session
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unity Archaeology and Diversity

Archaeology has expanded
our understanding of who we
are and how we got here
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® Stonegate Preserve

®* Freedmen’s Cemetery
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19305
Archaeology and
Interpretation

Examples:

Signage

Art
Streetscape
Open Space

Ford Motor Company Plant
Ford’s Landing
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Alexandria Waterfront History Plan

Alexandria, a Living History

Alexandria Waterfront with Carlyle House circa 1764
Drawing by Elizabeth Luallen based on research conducted by
City of Alexandria/Olffice of Historic Alexandria, Archaeology staff and volunteers

“1780-“At Alexandria...the Potomac rolls its majestic stream with sublimity and grandeur, sixty-
gun ships may lie before the town, which stands upon its lofty banks, commanding, to a great
extent, the flatter shore of Maryland. This town is rapidly on the increase, and ... cannot fail of
becoming one of the first cities of the new world.”

The Marquis de Chastellux. Travels in North America, Vol. III, 1780-1782.

A Publication of Alexandria Archaeology
Office of Historic Alexandria
City of Alexandria, Virginia
Copyright © 2010

Stewardship
and advice
In action

Waterfront History
Plan:

Unifying Stewardship
Vision

Community:
Participation

Histoerians, Planners,
Arts

1000s of Voelunteer
Hours

Implementation and
Funding Strategy,
Public-Private




A AR JAJA D

I 7 Archaeology in AI
B useu

umo

i
than 0s ‘
um a aII i

than 2 million rtlfacts and specimens « 3
in"collections - the dest continuous
collection ma UsS CI

® More than225,000 documented hours
donated by volunteers over 34"years — over
6,600 hours per year.

® Archaeology staff is 5 FTE —10,360 hours a
year.

® Expansive website
® Active Friends of Alexandria Archaeology
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Highlights AAC Strategic Plan 2011

Goal 1: People - Improve the staffing within Alexandria Archaeology,
while'better using a dynamic VolUnteer group and promoting
COOperative effortsiwithinithe Alexandriar histery, community:

Goal 2: Museum/I.ab/Education Center/Storade - Advoecate for the
maintenance o the current Archaeology: Museum: and Offices inithe
ljorpedor Factony; Explore opportunities for the expansion: of the
Museum, @ffices, and Sterage; Advocate for Professional Study te
determine space requirements, site, exhibits, and funding for new
fiacility.

Goal 3t Resource Management - Improve funding forthe Alexandria
Archaeoloegy:Program from City,and outside sources:

Goal 4: Archaeology, Histony, sand Presenvation: - Defne the future of
the AlexandriarArchaeology, Improve preservation of historical assets,
and better interpret the history of Alexandria.
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The Future

Alexandria embodies the sweep of American history and experience.
It can capture and showcase the nation’s maritime past, its ambitions,
the tragedies of its wars, its struggle with slavery, the promise of civil
rights, and the daily lives of people from all walks of life in all eras.
Both as witness to this history and for its impressive, precious
inventory of surviving structures, streetscapes, and fabric, Alexandria
offers perhaps one of the most compelling history destinations in the
United States. The opportunity to experience history sets apart the
city from its neighbors in the Washington area and the mid-Atlantic
region. Archaeology and interpretation of Alexandria’s history should
bring to life that story, and the people and places within it in the
context of the American experience.
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